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SUPPORT GROUPS  

(Listed By County):  

BIBB COUNTY  

Macon Support Group  

Phyllis Dorn  

478 -960 - 2804  

dornphyllis@yahoo.com  

 

CALHOUN COUNTY  

Devine Restoration Abounds  

Starting Soon!  

Judi Collins  

cjudi@bellsouth.net  

 

CATOOSA COUNTY  

Jimmy Simpson  

Foundation  

Vickie Hodge 706 -375 -9520  

vhodge@jimmysimpsonfoundation.org  

 

CHATHAM COUNTY  

Savannah ñAdvance  

Acquired Brain Injury ñ 

912 -354 - 6611  

Paula Tyron  

pruehling@goodwillsavannahga.org  

Nicolas Pecone  

     npecone@goodwillsavannahga.org  

 

Savannah ñGray Mattersò 

Jennifer Jolley  

912 -350 - 7274  

jolleie1@memorialhealth.com  

Ludy Lugo  

lugolu1@memorialhealth.com  

 

CLARKE COUNTY  

Athens Support Group  

Floretta Johnson  

706 -353 - 1892 or  

706 -389 - 3550  

fbjohnson@mindspring.com  

 

 

AN AFTERNOON WITH SAUL RAISIN, 
TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURY SURVIVOR  

 

August 2, 2010 

1 - 3 PM 

VAMC Chapel 
 

Saul was one of  the top            
cyclists in the world and had a 
spot on the U.S. Olympic Team 
when he suffered a TBI at age 23 
in 2006.  He has a foundation 
called RaisinHope.org which donates to The Brain Injury     
Association of  Georgia, Camp Twin Lakes and the Shepherd 
Center. 

Saul volunteers to help patients around the world, including 
wounded war veterans at Walter Reed Hospital. 

All military veterans are encouraged to attend the Support 
Group for TBI vets at the VAMC, 1670  Clairmont RD,      
Decatur, GA 30033, on August 2nd. 

 

BIAG offers a Peer Visitor for Veterans Program  which is led by a dedicated and trained       
volunteer, a military veteran and survivor of brain injury. Tom Houchins has been through many of 
the trials and tribulations the veterans and their families are experiencing, this is his way to      
ñgive back as a way of paying it forwardò.   Our PVVP is the  only preferred program recognized 
by the VA Center for providing help, support and information to the many veterans who been  
impacted by a brain injury and their families.  If you are a veteran or family member and would like 
to speak to someone who understands or receive a packet of information, please call or email us 
today!  

     www.braininjurygeorgia.org                    

Make a donation today! 

http://www.braininjurygeorgia.org
http://raisinhope.ning.com/events/raisin-hope-ride-2010-1
http://www.braininjurygeorgia.org/index.htm
http://www.braininjurygeorgia.org/index.htm


Dear Support Groups of  the State of Georgia, 

I am stepping down from the Brain Injury Association Board of  Directors as 'acting' 
Chairperson.  I turned in my resignation at the July Board Meeting; this will become effective as 
of  August 1, 2010.  I do appreciate the opportunity to have served with BIAG in that capacity and 
I appreciate the support that you have given me.  Due to health issues at this time, it is extremely 
difficult to serve in this position and to be as effective as I would like.  I feel that I have made 
some accomplishments and I have put several issues before the Board for your benefit. 

My heart is, and always will be with the Brain Injury community.  I will continue to work for you 
to the best of  my ability, just not as chairman of  the Board.  I am working to help create and 
hopefully get a law passed across the state of  Georgia for young athletes, to help prevent TBIs.  I 
will continue to work to advocate and help gain recognition for you, the Brain Injury Survivors 
and caregivers.  I will continue to work for and with you in any way that I can, I am just a phone 
call away.  I just ask of  each of  you to continue to do the good work that you are doing.  The Sup-
port Groups are the very heart of  the Brain Injury Association and without the heart, nothing else 
could function.   Always know that YOU, the survivors and caregivers, are important to BIAG and 
without you, we would be no more.  The Support Groups need to remain strong and connected to 
each other.  There is strength in numbers, but numbers aren't the most important thing, you 
are.   If  I can help in any way, don't hesitate to call me. 

Yours, 
Ricky Gipson      
229-224-2852 
Rickygipson54@yahoo.com 

 A Message from Ricky Gipson,  Interim Chairman of  the  Board 
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   We would like to sincerely thank Rick for all the hard work and dedication he brought to the role 
as interim chairman of the board. Rick will be doing wonderful work in the  future in pursuing his  

advocacy efforts for you, the brain injury community and in sports and concussions for our youth.  

 

  We are very excited about our new Chairperson - Marsha Still.   Marsha has the background and 
experience, along with a strong passion,  to raise awareness about brain injury and to support each 
of you in your efforts.  There will be additional information and introduction  in an upcoming email 

and the newsletter so stay tuned!   

Please give Marsha a warm welcome to BIAG when she steps into her role as  
Madame Chairperson of the Board in August! 

 

Exciting times and changes are in store for BIAG and the Support Groups!  

 

mailto:Rickygipson54@yahoo.com


        Samantha Renfro, Board Member 
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CONGRATULATIONS!  

Ricky, Vickie Gipson and their son Jonathan are featured in the             

Brain and Spinal Injury Trust Fund 2009 Annual Report     

Click here or go to  www.bsitf.state.ga.us to read their inspiring story  

òA House Full of  Hope: The Gipson family believes all things are possible, even when they seem improbableó   

Realizing the Possible 

Samantha Renfro has submitted her resignation to the BIAG Board after more than a decade of active service to 
the organization beginning in 1999. During her time on the Board she served as President for three years and 
Chair of the Camp Hardgrove Committee for two years.  

Even though Samantha will be leaving the BIAG Board of Directors, she has agreed to become Chair of the 
BIAG Advisory Board effective immediately.  

We are very grateful to Samantha  for  her  commitment and service to BIAG and her passion and loyalty to the 
brain injury  community  and  Camp Hardgrove.  We look forward to  continue working together  as she changes 
roles  from Board Member to Advisory Board Chair.  

http://www.ciclt.net/sn/clt/bsitf/default.aspx?ClientCode=bsitf
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SUPPORT GROUPS  

(Listed By County): cont.  

 

CLAYTON COUNTY 

Miracles Happen  

Pat Buice  

770 -473 - 7471  

superhope@msa.com  

 

COBB COUNTY 

Unlimited Possibilities  

Doreen Davey  

770 -974 - 7866  

doreend@mindspring.com  

Laura Coomes  

770 -924 - 7509  

lauracoomes@bellsouth.net  

 

DEKALB COUNTY  

Center for Rehab Medicine  

Dr. Louise Cording  

404 -371 - 0497  

lcording@mindspring.com  

Pat Gar  

gar216@bellsouth.net  

 

VA/TBI Support Group  

VA Medical Center  

Dr. Inge Thomas  

404 -329 - 4654  

Inge.Thomas@va.gov  

 

DOUGHERTY COUNTY 

Ryanôs Steakhouse 

Tom Connelly  

229 -883 - 3911  

tsconnelly@dol.state.ga.us  

Call first to verify meeting!  

 

FANNIN COUNTY  

United Community Bank of 

Fannin County  

Carolyn Stepp  

706 -492 - 5308  

james -stepp@att.net  

 

FLOYD COUNTY 

Floyd Behavioral Health  

Linda Studard  

706 -509 - 6623  

lstudard@floyd.org  

Ginger Cochran  

gcochran@floyd.org  

 

 

 

SUPPORT GROUPS  

(Listed By County): cont.  

 

CLAYTON COUNTY  

Miracles Happen  

Pat Buice  

770 -473 - 7471  

superhope@msa.com  

 

COBB COUNTY  

Unlimited Possibilities  

Doreen Davey  

770 -974 - 7866  

doreend@mindspring.com  

Laura Coomes  

770 -924 - 7509  

lauracoomes@bellsouth.net  

 

DEKALB COUNTY  

VA/TBI Support Group  

VA Medical Center  

Dr. Inge Thomas  

404 -329 - 4654  

Inge.Thomas@va.gov  

 

Emory Support Group  

Pat Gar  

gar216@bellsouth.net  

Carl Griffith 404 -409 - 9339  

Esther Connor  

no1uno9@hotmail.com  

 

DOUGHERTY COUNTY  

Albany Support Group  

Tom Connelly  

229 -883 - 3911  

tsconnelly@dol.state.ga.us  

Call prior to confirm with Tom   

 

FANNIN COUNTY  

Blue Ridge Support Group  

Carolyn Stepp  

706 -492 - 5308  

james -stepp@att.net  

 

FLOYD COUNTY  

Rome Support Group  

Linda Studard  

706 -509 - 6623  

lstudard@floyd.org  

Ginger Cochran  

gcochran@floyd.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Camp Hardgrove, in partnership with Camp Twin Lakes, is ramp-

ing up and getting ready to begin August 20 -23. Deadline 

to register ended July 1 st ; deadline to submit ALL medical 

forms ends August 1 st .   

This is an opportunity for friends to reconnect and social-

ize, there will be arts and crafts, the fun swing and swim-

ming along with cooking class and dancingééwith more fun 

events being planned!  

At the same time, BIAG is offering Respite camp for their 

caregiver, where they can meet with other caregivers, 

share stories, build friendships, enjoy evenings out and lots 

of relaxation time.   

Fax to: 404 -577 -8854 or mail to: Nyleta Wallace, Camp 

Twin Lakes, 600 Means Street, Suite 110, Atlanta, GA 

30318   

 

Many thanks go to Emory Center for Rehab and the         

Brain and Spinal Injury Trust Fund Commission for their   

donation to help support Camp Hardgrove, along with        

individual donations received from the community! 

www.braininjurygeorgia.org                    

Make a donation today! 

http://www.camptwinlakes.org/
http://www.braininjurygeorgia.org/index.htm
http://www.braininjurygeorgia.org/index.htm
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SUPPORT GROUPS  

(Listed By County): cont.  

 

FULTON COUNTY  

Childrenôs Healthcare of At-

lanta at Scottish Rite  

Carol Mallon  

404 -785 - 4452  

Carol.mallon@choa.org  

 

North Fulton Support Group  

Stuart Hanzman  

770 -642 - 4236 x41  

stuarthanzman@aol.com  

Various meeting dates/times based 

on TBI/Stroke/Family groups  

 

Minor Brain Injury Support 

Group  

Jean Kropa  

770 -663 - 0612  

kropa@bellsouth.net  

Jacques and Monique Haust  

770 -663 - 8320  

jhausscappelle@aol.com  

 

The Seminole Spirit  

Speech Learning Group  

Mark Halvorsen  

404 -434 - 7452  

    seekinmotion2005@yahoo.com  

Bill Peet  

404 -255 - 5145  

bpeet@bellsouth.net  

 

GWINNETT COUNTY  

Lawrenceville Support Group  

Dennis Stahl  

770 -965 - 9426  

stahldennis@bellsouth.net  

 

MUSCOGEE COUNTY  

Columbus Support Group  

Kay McCoy  

706 -565 - 9298  

kaymccoy3@hotmail.com  

Angela Rozar  

rozar07@aol.com  

 

NEWTON/ROCKDALE 

COUNTY  

Conyers Support Group  

Tom Houchins  

404 -316 - 3193  

COOKBOOK FUNDRAISER 

You voted at our last Leadership Summit é..We Listened! 

Cookbooks were listed as a fundraiser that ALL would em-

brace!  
 

Begin collection of orders NOW!     

Pricing is tentatively set for $15 per book.   

Cookbook is in its final review process before being submitted for 

printing.  

Contact the Cookbook Committee for questions:  

Vickie Gipson 229 -224 -1680 vickiegipson35@yahoo.com 

Carolyn Stepp 706 -492 -5308 james -stepp@att.net  
 

 

 
 

 

 Daniel Coe's new 'normal'  
One of our very own Board Members was recently featured in a savannahnow.com 
news article  
 

Read the full story by  BIAG has 2 affiliated   

Clicking HERE.  Support Groups in   
    Savannah, GA 
                                Visit our website 
    for details about Savannah 
    òAdvance Acquired Brain  
    Injury Program @ Goodwilló 
    and  òGrey Matters @ Rehab 
    Institute @ Memorial Medical 
   Centeró  Support Groups 
 

Brain injury survivor Daniel Coe shares his story of recovery and new resolve to 
help others. 
 
Daniel Coe has no recollection of the Dec. 9, 2007, accident on the Truman 
Parkway that left him in a coma for two months. He has never read or seen news 
reports of the accident, and he doesn't want to discuss how it happened or who is 
to blame. 
What he does want is for the community to know that he's not the same man he 
used to be. The accident that resulted in his severe brain injury has also led to a 
new purpose in his life."God kept me alive and I wanted to know why," Coe said 
in an interview this week just before a support group meeting for brain injury sur-
vivors. "I thought, 'OK, this has got to be one of the answers. òé.. 
 
Full Story on: http://savannahnow.com/accent/2010-05-25/daniel-coes-new-normal 

http://savannahnow.com/accent/2010-05-25/daniel-coes-new-normal
http://savannahnow.com/sites/default/files/editorial/images/savannah/mdControlled/cms/2010/05/24/643924985.jpg
http://www.facebook.com/index.php?lh=137dc7081d61c61ab0ce396eafcc0943&#!/pages/Brain-Injury-Association-of-Georgia/313268715646?ref=ts
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SUPPORT GROUPS  

(Listed By County): cont.  

 

RICHMOND COUNTY  

Athens Support Group  

Patty Goolsby  

706 -829 - 0370  

pattyg@wrh.org  

Les Paul Morgan  

803 -648 - 2858  

mycometpatrol@bellsouth.net  

 

SPALDING/LAMAR/UPSON 

COUNTY  

Lost and Found Support 

Group  

Mark & Sharon Huey  

770 -233 - 1660  

sharonhuey@bellsouth.net  

 

THOMAS COUNTY  

ñHopeò Southwest GA TBI 

Support Group  

Vickie Gipson  

229 -224 - 1680  

vickygipson35@yahoo.com  

Rick Gipson  

229 -224 - 2852  

Rickygipson54@yahoo.com  

 

WARE COUNTY  

Southeast Georgia TBI  

Support Group  

Debra Gordon  

912 -285 - 7994  

   dgordon@satilla.csb.state.ga.us  

 

 

 **Notify Jane Jackson for 

any changes to your   

support group info**  

 

 

Submit articles or 

stories to  
info@braininjurygeorgia.org. 

 

Feature your group  

news or event in an  

upcoming  

newsletter! 

 Brain Injury Association of America BIAA  

 Sign up now for BIAAõs upcoming webinar 

 September 14, 2010, 3 -4pm ET: Cognitive Stimulation after Brain Injury  

 
Register now for Cognitive Stimulation after Brain Injury , presented by Greg 
Ayotte, CBIS, Director of Consumer Services for the Brain Injury Association of 
America, on September 14, 2010, 3pm ET, part of the Caregiver's Education 
Series. The webinar will: 

¶ Offer a basic overview of the research on aging with a brain injury as it re-

lates to cognition. 

¶ Discuss theories on brain injury and cognitive stimulation in literature. 

Provide an overview of the resources available for cognitive stimulation, both 
online and in print. 

Webinar Cost: 
$25.00                                                                                                              
Continuing education awarded: 1 hour 

Registration closes at noon on September 13  - Don't miss out, click here to 
register. Information on how to join the Webinar will be sent to registrants on 
September 13. 

 

 

  

  

 

 

Neck and Head Injury Video  
See Video on Heads Up:  

 HEADS UP, an informational video from the National Athletic 

Trainersõ Association:  Watch Heads Up, which shows reducing 

the risk of Head and Neck injuries in football  

 Click Video 1 or go to: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KkBAiK7WEFA  

Click Video 2  or go to:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l87K6PoLD60  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103523669046&s=8383&e=001jeYO0tccZF2S0vpyCwiQ5rMZrPYridbYWUv2BWS9lARqaZML1MxmdO3iPPh6lXEjh_rk5NdLgSEN4qfJGqbwRcegvWmBzJPPC2fLVXh3SKqPDmhl3q3I-EPrVkSQt4xXgMxNH4b-xX7qHbgALS5EBx6JjL2T3DuSajz7EZ6ABeQ=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103523669046&s=8383&e=001jeYO0tccZF2S0vpyCwiQ5rMZrPYridbYWUv2BWS9lARqaZML1MxmdO3iPPh6lXEjh_rk5NdLgSEN4qfJGqbwRcegvWmBzJPPC2fLVXh3SKqPDmhl3q3I-EPrVkSQt4xXgMxNH4b-xX7qHbgALS5EBx6JjL2T3DuSajz7EZ6ABeQ=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1103523669046&s=8383&e=001jeYO0tccZF2S0vpyCwiQ5rMZrPYridbYWUv2BWS9lARqaZML1MxmdO3iPPh6lXEjh_rk5NdLgSEN4qfJGqbwRcegvWmBzJPPC2fLVXh3SKqPDmhl3q3I-EPrVkSQt4xXgMxNH4b-xX7qHbgALS5EBx6JjL2T3DuSajz7EZ6ABeQ=
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KkBAiK7WEFA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KkBAiK7WEFA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l87K6PoLD60
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l87K6PoLD60
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A clinical research study  is now enrolling people with a past 

head injury who feel sleepy during the  day.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Many people with a head injury may feel sleepy during the day, even if the injury happened years ago. Re-
searchers are inviting those with a head injury who feel sleepy during the day to take part in a clinical study. 
This study will assess how well a study medi­cine works for people who feel sleepy during the day as a re-
sult of head injury. 
 
To qualify; you must: be age 18 to 65; Have had 1 head injury in the past 10 years; Feel sleepy or tired 5 or 
more days a week on average; Be willing to take tests and medicine for 12 weeks; Be available to sleep 
overnight in a sleep lab 5 times. 
If you qualify: You may learn more about your sleep patterns; You will receive study-related medical care 
and study medicine at no cost; You may or may not benefit from study medicine; Compensation for time 
and travel may also be provided;  
To see if you qualify call: 1.877.674.6316  or visit: www.HeadSleepStudy.org  today for more  
information  

Become a P2P Supporting Parent  

Parent to Parent of Georgia is embarking on an exciting new project partnering with 

the Brain Injury Trust Fund to help provide information and support for parents who 

have children who have been diagnosed with a brain injury.   If you are parents who 

have children with brain injuries, you may remember feeling   helpless, alone and overwhelmed after ini-

tially receiving the diagnosis.   Sometimes it helps to talk to another parent who had gone through the 

same experience.  

 

We are currently searching for parent volunteers who have children with brain injuries to speak to other 

parents.   A Supporting Parent can provide initial emotional support and can share information and guide a 

parent into learning how to make responsible decisions.   Being a Supporting Parent of Georgia is an excel-

lent opportunity for you to help others while not having to commit a lot your time.   Another benefit of 

being a Supporting Parent is that you are able to provide this support from the privacy of your own home 

as your schedule allows.    

 

If you are interested in providing support for parents who have children with brain injuries, please com-

plete the attached form and return to Susan Brown at Parent to Parent of Georgia.   You can fax your 

application to 770 - 568 - 4- 091 or you can mail it to her at Parent to Parent of Georgia, 3805 Presidential 

Parkway, Suite 207, Atlanta, Georgia, 30340 - 3720.   If you prefer, you can just call Susan at 770 - 451 -

5484 ext. 329 and she can gather the information she needs over the phone.    

http://www.headsleepstudy.org/

