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SUPPORT GROUPS  

(Listed By County) 

Please visit our website for 

details on  group meetings 

and contact information 

 

 

BIBB COUNTY 

Macon, GA 

“Macon Support Group” 

   

CATOOSA COUNTY 

Ft. Oglethorpe, GA 

“Jimmy Simpson  

Foundation” 

 

CHATHAM COUNTY (2) 

Savannah, GA 
 

Goodwill “Advance  

Acquired Brain Injury ñ 

 

Memorial Rehab Center          

ñGray Mattersò 

 

CLARKE COUNTY 

Athens, Ga 

“Athens Support Group” 

 

CLAYTON COUNTY 

Riverdale, GA 

“Miracles Happen” 

  

COBB COUNTY 

Marietta, GA 

“Unlimited Possibilities”  

 

 

   

 
Presented by:          Accord  services,  

Jimmy Simpson Foundation,  and the  

brain injury association of Georgia  

Brain injury Symposium  

We are pleased to host an outstanding  full day      con-
ference focusing on aspects of health,  resources, and  

motivation for  persons with a brain injury, their loved 

ones, case managers, healthcare professionals and 

claims adjusters. We are seeking  approval for 5 hours 

of continuing education for CCM, CRC, CDMS, Nurses 
and Claims Adjusters in Georgia.   The conference is 

FREE for Brain Injury survivors and their loved ones. 

The cost is $25 for those seeking CEUôs; handouts and 

lunch are included.    
RSVP Information:  Space Is Limited. To Register     

Contact Tina Lovern, 706-375-9520     
tinal@jimmysimpsonfoundation.org 

Location: The Seventh Day Adventist Church, 1411 Rome Rd SW, 
Calhoun, GA 30701ð  Includes Continental Bôfast, lunch  &           
Materials.   Click here for brochure or visit www.journeybacktolife.com 

October 12, 2010  

        

Become a Facebook fan of  the Brain Injury    

Association of Georgia! 

http://www.braininjurygeorgia.org
http://www.braininjurygeorgia.org/support.htm
mailto:tinal@jimmysimpsonfoundation.org
http://www.thejourneybacktolife.com/uploads/Calhoun.pdf
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Brain-Injury-Association-of-Georgia/313268715646#!/pages/Brain-Injury-Association-of-Georgia/313268715646?v=wall
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The Brain and Spinal Injury Trust Fund Commission (BSITFC)         
Annual Meeting was held at the  

 Side by Side Clubhouse in Stone Mountain, GA.  

Craig Young and BSITFC Staff Cindy Johnson (2nd from R) conducting 
a Side by Side facility tour 

Waring Jackson listening intently   
during Commission Meeting 

To see more photos made during the Annual Meeting  visit the BSITFC Photo Album on their Facebook  Page. 
If you are not a fan of BIAG or  BSITFC become one today!  (Note: you must be a member of Facebook or you can register to join)                

Click here to read a news article  about this event 

Congratulations to Waring Jackson who received recognition in             

appreciation for completion of the  2 year BSITFC                                  

Leadership Development Program 

The 2010  Pathfinder Award recipient was  Annette Bowling .                

Ms. Bowling served on the Commission from 1999 to 2010 

Cindi Johnson , Executive Director of the Side by Side Clubhouse         

received the Larry Huggins Memorial Award for her long service and as   

outstanding committee member for 2010.    

Pat Underwood was also recognized for her completion in the            

Leadership Development Program.    

Congratulations to everyone!  

NEWS YOU CAN USE!  
 www.brai ni njurygeorgi a.o rg 

http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#!/BSITFC
http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Brain-Injury-Association-of-Georgia/313268715646
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/brain-and-spinal-injury-trust-fund-commission-pathfinder-award-recipient-for-2010-is-annette-bowling-of-albany-ga-99129134.html
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  CONCUSSION IN SPORTS   
¶ A concussion is a brain injury and all are serious  

¶ Most concussions occur without loss of consciousness  

¶ Recognition and proper response to concussion when the first occur can help 

prevent further injury or even death  

The Brain Injury Association of Georgia presented  an informational forum on concussions in 

sports to a group of coaches and families in the Sandtown Vikings Youth Football League 

Sept. 20th.  Presenters Richard Kopelmann and Clint Sitton , from     Kopelman  Sitton Law 

Group and  Kopelman Law and Sports Services, spoke about NFL and head 

injuries, changes in NFL policy and how this could and should affect the 

manner in which to handle concussions.  Topics ranged from prevention to 

how to diagnose a concussion along with signs and symptoms.  Taking the 

next steps and recommended evaluations were covered along with the long 

term effects of a  concussion and brain injuries.  The ImPACT System Pro-

gram (formerly called the Post-Concussion Assessment and Cognitive Test) was shared by Clint, who had a 

son that had sustained a sports concussion and was enrolled in this program through his 

school.  Clint's son was able to return to play after 2 weeks. The imPACT system is a          

concussion management program used to help determine when concussed players can return 

to play.  Clubs in the NHL, NBA, auto racing, Olympic organization and high schools and      

colleges across Canada and the U.S.  are now using the imPACT test to help in concussion 

management. Handouts were distributed by BIAG which were provided by the CDC Heads Up             

initiative.    If you are  interested in  BIAG giving a presentation to your school or   

               sports  league, give us a call (404) 712-5504 or email !   

Richard Kopelman 

Clint Sitton Marsha Still and  coaches 

NEWS YOU CAN USE!  
 www.brai ni njurygeorgi a.o rg 

http://www.cdc.gov/concussion/sports/index.html
mailto:info@braininjurygeorgia.org
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SUPPORT GROUPS  

(Listed By County): cont. 

 

CLAYTON COUNTY 

Miracles Happen 

Pat Buice 

770-473-7471 

superhope@msa.com 

 

COBB COUNTY 

Unlimited Possibilities 

Doreen Davey 

770-974-7866 

doreend@mindspring.com 

Laura Coomes 

770-924-7509 

lauracoomes@bellsouth.net 

 

DEKALB COUNTY 

Center for Rehab Medicine 

Dr. Louise Cording 

404-371-0497 

lcording@mindspring.com 

Pat Gar 

gar216@bellsouth.net 

 

VA/TBI Support Group 

VA Medical Center 

Dr. Inge Thomas 

404-329-4654 

Inge.Thomas@va.gov 

 

DOUGHERTY COUNTY 

Ryanôs Steakhouse 

Tom Connelly 

229-883-3911 

tsconnelly@dol.state.ga.us 

Call first to verify meeting! 

 

FANNIN COUNTY 

United Community Bank of 

Fannin County 

Carolyn Stepp 

706-492-5308 

james-stepp@att.net 

 

FLOYD COUNTY 

Floyd Behavioral Health 

Linda Studard 

706-509-6623 

lstudard@floyd.org 

Ginger Cochran 

gcochran@floyd.org 

 

 

 

SUPPORT GROUPS Cont.   

(Listed By County) 

Please visit our website for 

details on  group meetings  & 

contact information 

 

DEKALB COUNTY (2) 

Atlanta, GA 
 

ñVA TBI Support Groupò 

For Veterans  

“Peer Visitor for Veterans  

Program” 

VA Medical Center 

Decatur, GA 

 

ñEmory Support Groupò 

Emory Rehab Center 

Atlanta, GA 

 

DOUGHERTY COUNTY 

Albany, GA 

“Albany Support Group” 

 

FANNIN COUNTY 

Blue Ridge, GA 

“Blue Ridge Support Group” 

 

FLOYD COUNTY 

Rome, GA 

“Rome Support Group” 

 

FULTON COUNTY (4) 
 

ñChildren & Adolescent       

Support Groupò 

Children’s Healthcare of At-

lanta at Scottish Rite 

Atlanta, GA 

 

ñNorth Fulton Support 

Groupò 

Alpharetta/Roswell, GA 

770-642-4236 x41 

  

ñMinor Brain Injury Sup-

port Groupò 

Atlanta/Buckhead 

  

ñThe Seminole SpiritðA 

Speech Listening Groupò 

 Roswell, GA 

 

Saul Raisin  Hope Foundation Bicycle Ride  

BIAG recently attended 

Saul Raisin Hope Foun-

dation Bicycle Ride in 

Dalton on September 

4th.  Over 300 partici-

pants showed up in   

support for Saulôs Hope 

Foundation Bike  Ride 

for brain injury aware-

ness.  Saul     Raisin   

addressed the crowd before and after the ride and an 

appearance was made by Christina McCauley, Miss 

Georgia for 2010.  BIAG has been a past recipient of 

donations from the Hope Foundation and attends this 

annual event each year with a table display helping to 

raise awareness about BIAG, our support groups, our 

free programs and the many brain injuries that occur 

throughout Georgia each year.  This year BIAG        

volunteered and Jane Jackson help to serve chili and 

baked beans to the many     participants while Waring 

Jackson handed out BIAG brochures, buttons and 

wrist bands.  

 Jane Jackson, BIAG I&R with Saul Raisin 

 

Saul speaking to the 
group before the ride 

NEWS YOU CAN USE!  
 www.brai ni njurygeorgi a.o rg 

http://www.braininjurygeorgia.org/support.htm
http://raisinhope.ning.com/
http://raisinhope.ning.com/
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SUPPORT GROUPS Cont. 

(Listed By County) 

Please visit our website for 

details on  group meetings  & 

contact information 

 

GORDON COUNTY 

Calhoun, GA 

ñDivine Restoration 

Aboundsò 

  

GWINNETT COUNTY 

Lawrenceville, GA 

“The Gwinnett  County Area  

Support Group” 

  

MUSCOGEE COUNTY 

Columbus, GA 

“Columbus Support Group” 

  

NEWTON/ROCKDALE 

COUNTY 

Conyers, GA 

“Brain Injury Support Group 

of Newton/Rockdale” 

 

RICHMOND COUNTY 

Augusta, GA 

 “Brain Injury Support 

Group” Walton  West Transi-

tional Living Center 

 

SPALDING/LAMAR/

UPSON COUNTY 

Griffin, GA 

“Lost and Found               

Support Group” 

  

THOMAS COUNTY 

Boston, GA 

ñHope”   

 

WARE COUNTY 

Waycross, GA 

“Southeast Georgia TBI 

Support Group” 

  

  

 

 

 

 

Serving chili & beans to Saul Raisin 

 

Waring Jackson ready to hand 
out BIAG buttons, brochures 

and  wrist bands 

 
 Miss Georgia and Saul speaking to a 

crowd of over 300 

Miss Georgia meeting some 
of the younger bicyclists in 

the crowd 

NEWS YOU CAN USE!  
 www.brai ni njurygeorgi a.o rg 

http://www.braininjurygeorgia.org/support.htm
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Helene S. Mills Multipurpose Center 

Tuesday, October 26th 

Helene S. Mills Multipurpose Facility 

515 John Wesley Dobbs Avenue 

Atlanta, GA  30312 

10:00am ð 11:30am 

Come provide public input regarding programs, services, and funding impacting older adults, adults with            
disabilities, and caregivers and family members 

 

Contact Sharise Thurman at svthurman@dhr.state.ga.us or 

                                                404-657-5281 if you have questions or comments  

DHS 

 

 

 

Support Group LeadersñREMINDER to sign up for the upcoming Leadership Summit  

being held at the Simpsonwood Conference Center in Norcross, GAñNovember 13-14 

Send an email to info@braininjurygeorgia.org or call 404-712-5504  

  

Cookbooks will be distributed to you during the Leadership Summit.  

                        Meet new Board Members in person: 

          Marsha Still, Madam Chairperson 

        Diane Ohmann, Board Treasurer 

 

NEWS YOU CAN USE!  
 www.brai ni njurygeorgi a.o rg 
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http://www.braininjurygeorgia.org
mailto:svthurman@dhr.state.ga.us
http://www.atlantaregional.com/
http://www.simpsonwood.org/
mailto:info@braininjurygeorgia.org


 

BIAG is deeply  saddened at the passing of Dr.  Louise Gangloff Cording , PhD.  who founded 

one of BIAGôs first brain injury support groups ï the Emory Brain Injury   Support Group.  Just after 

celebrating her 68th birthday with friends, Louise succumbed to the brain cancer she has coura-

geously fought for the past three years. Her boundless love for others became her professional 

calling. Early on, she helped found the first methadone clinic in Atlanta, and was an enthusiastic 

member of the "Peanut Brigade." She subsequently helped celebrate former President Carter's in-

auguration, arriving there with friends (and her formal gown) after a memorable snowy January 

journey in a VW Bug. After earning her doctorate in psychology, she tirelessly devoted herself to 

helping people with brain injuries and founded the Emory Brain Injury Support Group. She was sur-

rounded by friends through life- especially towards the end. Her impact on all who knew her is in-

calculable, but we all know that she considered all those she loved--from friends, family, and pa-

tients -- "clean, neat, reliable" and amazing. Click here to read more.  You may send cards or do-

nation in care of the  Emory Brain Injury Support Group through BIAG.               

           

Emory Brain Injury Support Group   

Don't stand by my grave and weep,  For I am not there, I do not sleep. 
I am a thousand winds that blow. I am the diamond glint of snow. 
I am the sunlight on ripened grain. I am the gentle autumn's rain. 

When you awaken in the morning, hush. For I am the swift uplifting rush 
Of quiet birds in circle flight. I am the soft stars that shine at night. 

Hopi Prayer  

Dr. Louise Cording, PhD 
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http://www.ajc.com/news/dr-louise-gangloff-cording-605595.html

