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1441 Clifton Rd NE   

Atlanta, GA 30322  

404 -712 -5504  

www.braininjurygeorgia.org  

info@braininjurygeorgia.org  

Brain Injury Association of 
Georgi a 

 
 Featuring 2008 Camp Hardgrove, Caregiver and 
BIAG Leadership Summit Highlights and Photos!  

                              
 NOVEMBER 2008                          

The week started with our Leadership Summit, held Thursday and Friday , back  
to back with Camp starting Friday evening. Camp went till Sunday.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

BIAG SUPPORT GROUP LEADERSHIP SUMMIT 

 

Brain Injury Association of Georgia 
Support Group Leadership Summit 

October 30-31, 2008 
Camp Twin Lakes, Rutledge, GA 

 
Approximately 40 leaders and members from the BIAG Brain Injury Support Groups around the state of Georgia 
attended the Leadership Summit at Camp Twin Lakes.   The overnight retreat in October was facilitated by Stuart 
Hanzman, LCSW. 
 
The attendees were welcomed by Dan Miears from the Board of Directors who provided the opening remarks and 
status of BIAG.  Members introduced themselves and spoke about their individual groups, addressing what made them 
unique or successful, challenges the group faces or a funny event. 
 
The afternoon was highlighted by speakers from the GA Brain and Spinal Injury Trust Fund Commission, BIAG 
Information and Referral liaison, BIAG Peer Visitor Program, fundraising ideas and the upcoming Disability Day in 
February.   
 
Mark Johnson and Dee and Tom Houchins from the Board spoke about the Support Group Agreement, Board 
Representation, BIAG and local Support Group Coordination and then Stuart Hanzman did a presentation on Group 
Dynamics. 
 
After dinner the members enjoyed a dessert social, bringing an item which reflected their geographical or ethnical 
background and was a culinary delight of sweets.  The members networked, sharing strategies and relating stories 
about their groups. 
 
Friday morning was a brainstorming session and included fundraising suggestions, what the support groups need from 
BIAG, educational topics for upcoming summits, partnering ideas between BIAG and the Support Groups and a 90 day 
plan to help rapidly raise money for the agency.  The group then evaluated the summit with suggestions for future 
topics 
 
The session ended with much enthusiasm about how the BIAG Board of Directors and the Support Groups can 
work together to make services for the brain injured in the state of Georgia some of the best in the nation.  Everyone 
expressed their enthusiasm for future summits. 

     
Stuart Hanzman, LCSW  
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Jane Jackson, BIAG  

Information & Resource Facilitator 

 
                        

 
Marc Davis,  

Chairman of the Board 

  

Ann Boriskie, BIAG  
Peer Visitor Coordinator 

 
Mark Johnson & Dan  Miears  

BIAG Board Members 

Stuart Hanzman, Leadership Summit Chair 

 
Dee and Tom Houchins,                      
BIAG Board Members 

 
 

Waring Jackson, BIAG 
Disability Day Coordinator & 

Photographer 

2008 Support Group 

Leadership Summit 
Attendees & Speakers  

  

 

 
Brain and Spinal Trust Fund                            

Commission  Representatives 
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 CAREGIVER CAMP  

 
 

In coordination with Camp Hardgrove, BIAG sponsored the Caregiverôs Camp, a retreat for the hard working family 
members who care for the brain injured each and every day.  The camp was held from October 31 to November 02, 
2008 on the beautiful grounds of Camp Twin Lakes.  The weather was spectacular, with warm and sunny days and cool 
evenings.  The Caregiverôs camp was directed by Stuart Hanzman, LCSW. 
 
Each day the ñcampersò enjoyed various activities such as arts and crafts, music, zip lining across the lake and other fun 
events that gave them a respite from their day-to-day responsibilities.  Stuart led a group each day to help the 
Caregivers network, share their challenges, support one another and learn coping strategies for their tireless efforts of 
caring for a disabled loved one.  The evenings were highlighted with conversation and dinners in the community, funded 
through the gracious contributions of the Blue Ridge Support Group.  The camp was relaxing, enjoyable and 
therapeutic for all and they look forward to attending camp again next year. 
Stuart Hanzman, LCSW  
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brain Injury Association of 
Georgia 

Caregiver Camp 
October 31-Nov 2, 2008 

Camp Twin Lakes, Rutledge, GA 
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CAMP HARDGROVE 
 

Brain Injury Association of Georgia 
Camp Hardgrove Campers & Volunteers, Counselors 

October 31-Nov 2, 2008 
Camp Twin Lakes, Rutledge, GA 

  
 

  

  
 

On Thursday evening, October 30
th
 about 100 Campers, volunteers and staff gathered together for an Ice Cream 

Social to mark the beginning of a fun packed weekend at Camp Hardgrove. The campers were excited to see old 
friends and make new ones at our new location in Rutledge, GA ï Camp Twin Lakes.   
On Friday, campers moved from activity to activity at ñwarpò speed.  They participated in everything from drumming, 
bike riding, mini golf and carving pumpkins to riding the zip line. Friday night everyone dressed up in costume 
to celebrate Halloween and enjoy the annual Camp Hardgrove Dance.  This year they were visited by the 
reincarnated ñElvisò played by veteran volunteer Jim Renfro.   
Saturday morning brought more inside and outdoor activities including a scavenger hunt and canoeing. Some of 
the male campers lounged on the front lawn by the flag to listen to the Georgia football game and later that evening 
everyone enjoyed a campfire sing and toasted ñsmores.ò   
Sunday morning brought campers and their families together for the awards ceremony.  Everyone was an award 
winner.  Marie Tarr, a new camper was named camper of the year. She told an emotional crowd that her 
experience at Camp Hardgrove had been life changing. We all left exhausted, but excited about coming back next 
year. 
 
Samantha Renfro, 
Camp Hardgrove Committee   
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Camp Hardgrove - 2008 

Campers and Activities 
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Final Day with Award  Ceremony  

 
 

  

 

Marie Tarr, 
Camper of 

the Year! 


